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The Board of the Utah Prosecutorial Assistants’ Association are as follows:

                          Chair: JoEll Rowley, Wasatch County Attorney’s Office jrowley@co.wasatch.ut.us
     Co-Chair: Jill Wallace Ewing, Attorney General’s Office jewing@utah.gov
    Members: Beronica Ferdinando, St. George City Attorney’s Office beronica.ferdinando@sgcity.org

Karen George, Salt Lake County District Attorney’s Office kgeorge@slco.org
Kimberley Lee, Weber County Attorney’s Office klee@co.weber.ut.us
Audri Olson, South Ogden City Attorney’s Office aolson@southogdencity.com
Laurie Rinck, Tooele County Attorney’s Office lrinck@co.tooele.ut.us
CeCelia Russell, Provo City Attorney’s Office crussell@provo.utah.gov
Lori Thayn, Salt Lake County District Attorney’s Office lthayn@slco.org

 UPC Representative: Marilyn Jasperson mjasperson@utah.gov

   

  2009 UPAA Conference

   The 2009 UPAA Confer-

   ence will be held on June

   18-19, 2009 at the new

   Riverwoods Conference

   Center in Logan, Utah.  A 

  variety of topis are planned

   such as Polygamy,

   Writs, Retirement and

   Dealing with Difficult

   People.  We look forward

to   seeing you there. 

ÈÈ Recent CUPA Recipients ÈÈ

É Shelly Leavitt, Iron County Attorney’s Office

É Dave Wayt, Provo City Attorney’s Office

É Sommer Wilson, Provo City Attorney’s Office

É Cassandra Didier, St. George City Atty’s Office

É Deana Stith, Salt Lake DA’s Office

Help us in Congratulating them for a

Job Well Done

fffffffffffffffffffffffff

SENTENCING GUIDELINES

Infraction: Jail cannot be imposed on an infraction. 

Maximum fine is $750

Class C Misdemeanor: Up to 90 days in the county jail

and a fine of up to $750.

Class B Misdemeanor: Up to 6 months in the county jail

and a fine of up to $1,000.

Class A Misdemeanor: Up to one year in the county jail

and a fine of up to $2,500.

Third Degree Felony: 0-5 years in the Utah State

Prison and a fine of up to $5,000.

Second Degree Felony: 1-15 years in the Utah State

Prison and a fine of up to $10,000.

First Degree Felony: 5 to life in the Utah State Prison

and a fine of up to $10,000.

Capital: Life in the Utah State Prison or Death Penalty.

MEET OUR NEWEST

BOARD MEMBER:

Laurie Rinck has joined us

from the Tooele County

Attorney’s Office.  She is

replacing Sharon Nielson

from the Cache County Attorney’s Office who retired

in February 2009.  Laurie has been a legal secretary

for approximately 13 years, two of which were with

the Utah County Attorney’s Office and the last 6+

years with the Tooele County Attorney’s Office.  She

also worked for private attorneys in Arizona for four

years.  She has been actively involved in the

development of the PIMS program, sits on the PIMS

Users Group Board, has been involved on the team

integrating the CORIS, FATPOT and PIMS systems

for electronic filing, etc.  Please help us in welcoming

her to the Board. 

 About the Court System

Trial Courts are the workhorse of the court system.  It is

where most lawsuits are filed.  Trial courts decide

questions of law and questions of fact.  Questions of fact

focus on what happened and may be decided by either

the judge or a jury.  Questions of law focus on the law or

proper procedure to be applied to a particular case (such

as was the evidence admissible), and are always

decided by the judge.  Most cases are resolved in the

trial court.

Intermediate Appellate Court is the court that stands

between the trial court and the court of final review.  Most

appeals from the trial courts must go to the intermediate

appellate court and are resolved there. Cases of

considerable significance are appealed from the

intermediate appellate court and arc accepted by the

Supreme Court or the court of final appeal for review.

The Appellate Court W hen the losing party feels that

questions of law were erroneously decided by the trial

court judge, it has the right to appeal the ease to an

appellate court.  The appellate court considers questions

of law only and does not retry the facts of the case.  Both

federal and state court systems have a final court of

appeal.  In most systems, it is called the Supreme Court.

Published opinions of an appellate court become the

“rule of law” (precedent) in the particular geographical

jurisdiction of that court.
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RIGHT TO ACCESS COURT RECORDS

  Rule of thumb:  generally speaking, any document in a   

court file is a matter of public record unless it is sealed     

by the court or is classified as confidential or private by    

statute or by judicial council rule.

  RULE 4-202 of the Code of Judicial Administration           

governs access to court records.  Currently, court

  records arc classified into four categories: PUBLIC,

  PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL, AND SEALED.

  PUBLIC means data on individuals collected and

  maintained by the courts which is not classified as

  private or confidential under Rule 4-202 and is open to

  the public, unless otherwise exempted or restricted

  from disclosure by law.

  PRIVATE means data on individuals collected and 

  maintained by the courts which is available only to the

  courts, to others by the express consent of the

  individuals, and to the individuals themselves or

  next-of-kin when needed to acquire the benefits due a

  deceased person.

  CONFIDENTIAL means data on individuals collected

  and maintained by the courts which is available only to

  the courts, but not to the individual who is the subject      

of  the data or any other individual except upon order

  of  the court.

  SEALED means data which has been ordered sealed by

  the court pursuant to statute or court rule.

INTERESTING TRIVIA

KIn the 1400's a law was set forth in England that a

man was allowed to beat his wife with a stick no

thicker than his thumb.  Hence we have “the rule of

thumb.”

KMany years ago in Scotland a new game was

invented.  It was ruled ‘Gentlemen Only . . . Ladies

Forbidden.’  Thus the word GOLF entered into the

English Language.

KEvery day more money is printed for Monopoly than

the U.S. Treasury.

KMen can read smaller print than women can; women

can hear better.

KCoca-Cola was originally green.

KIt is impossible to lick your elbow.

KThe State with the highest percentage of people

who walk to work: Alaska.

KThe cost of raising a medium-size dog to the age of

eleven: $16,400.

KIntelligent people have more zing and copper in

their hair.

KThe first novel ever written on a typewriter: Tom

Sawyer.


